Editorial... 


Happiness Is. . . 


The Texas Highway Department, with more than 
17,000 employees, is the largest of the state 
agencies. 

Although the central offices of the Department 
are in Austin, the 226 residencies and maintenance 
districts are the viable contact of the public and 
Department employees. 

In fact, Texas Highway Department employees 
in the field are active, participating citizens in 
their home communities. Department payrolls 
exercise a healthy economic influence locally. 

Each employee — wherever he or she may work 
— should have a strong sense of public responsi- 
bility, a recognition that every citizen must earn 
the privilege to live in the community. We must 
participate personally in all areas of public affairs. 

Particularly, each of us has the responsibility 
for taking an active part in community affairs. 
There are opportunities for public service in the 
schools, churches, civic clubs, and other community 
organizations. 

Many Department employees already are play- 
ing important roles in their home communities. 
Some hold responsible positions in service clubs. 
Others are lay church leaders. Several have 
earned the coveted Silver Beaver award for their 
interest in Scouting. The potential is endless. 

It would be a wonderful world if somebody else 
could establish peace on earth, eliminate poverty, 
ignorance, crime and disease, settle disputes be- 
fore they start, lower taxes, and guarantee all of 
us everlasting prosperity — without disturbing our 
golf game. But it just doesn’t come out that way. 

Responsibility is something each of us must 
accept. Happiness is . . . involvement. 
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About Our Cover 
It’s April and that means bluebonnet time in Texas, from 
the Rio Grande to the Red River. Our cover features not 
only bluebonnets and blooming yucca, but also part of the 
Hill Country Travel Trail near Kingsland in Central Texas. 
Scenic turnouts such as this provide excellent spots for 
photographers and relaxing motorists. 

Photograph by Hugh Pillsbury 


Spring is perhaps the best time of the year to drive the beautiful Hill Coun- 
try Trail — one of 10 travel trails developed by the Texas Highway Depart- 
ment in cooperation with other state agencies. Trail folders are available 
from the Department. Following are excerpts from the Hill Country Trail. 


HILL COUNTRY 


Spanish Governor's Palace, one of San Antonio’s most popular 
historic sites, is a 10-room structure, with typical Mexican gar- 
den, that served as headquarters for the Spanish from 1772. 
The building is typical of colonial Spain with its carved doors, 
low-beamed ceilings, grape arbor, and mosaic-tiled patio. 
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he starting point is San Antonio, 
the major metropolitan area on 
the trail. The Alamo City lies at the 
foot of the Central Texas Hill Coun- 
try, just below the escarpment that 
separates those rugged hills from the 
lower plains to the south. It is an 
old city with distinctive charms. 
Among major points is HemisFair’s 
Tower of the Americas, rising more 
than 600 feet above downtown and 
now a San Antonio landmark. When 
HemisFair closed October 6, the site 
remained a vital visitor attraction with 
its parks, new city convention center, 
and impressive Institute of Texan Cul- 
tures. 
The culture of San Antonio, like 


much of Texas, is a colorful blend of — 


Spanish, Mexican, and Anglo-Ameri- 
can influences. Five missions were 
established here when the area was a 
territory of colonial Spain. Mission 
San Antonio de Valero was the first, 
but its historical significance derives 
not from the mission, but from its use 
as a fortress called the Alamo, now a 
hallowed shrine to the men who died 
there. 

Four other San Antonio missions 
also remain, Concepcion, Espada, 


San Jose, and Capistrano. 
One level below the busy streets of 


San Antonio is the River Walk (Paseo 
del Rio), which meanders for several 
miles through downtown, past grace- 
ful trees, tropical shrubs, gift shops, 
and sidewalk cafes. The River Walk 
also brings you to La Villita (The Lit- 
tle Village), now a romantic setting for 
fiestas and an art and recreation center. 

San Antonio attractions include 
scores of parks and one of the nation’s 


finest zoos, a superb symphony or- 
chestra, museums and art galleries, 
historic sites, and fine restaurants. 

With San Antonio as a starting 
point, the first leg of the Hill Country 
Trail traverses some rolling brushy 
pasturelands just below the Balcones 
Escarpment. 

The area near Castroville in the 
broad Medina River Valley was set- 
tled by Alsatian farmers in 1844 and is 
still rich in French-German traditions. 

Two historical sites of particular 
interest are the Landmark Inn and the 
St. Louis Catholic Church. The Land- 


mark Inn, a stage stop in the previous 
century, still maintains its separate 
kitchen and bathhouse. A small mu- 
seum there is open Monday through 
Saturday. 

Near the “new” St. Louis Church, 
built in 1869, stands the original small 
stone chapel erected by the area’s first 
settlers. 

The Trail west of Castroville spans 
neat fields, farmhouses, and broad 
pastures. But the lure of majestic hills 
beckons a right angle turn on FM 689. 

Travelers will be treated to a beau- 
tiful drive with scenic vistas unfold- 
ing. Bandera, in the heart of the 
dude ranch country of Texas, is an 
authentic western town. Take your 
pick of guest ranches: modern ranch 
resorts with runways and hangars for 
fly-in guests or real working ranches 
that accept a few guests to see ranch 
life as it really is. 

Historical markers and sites are 
spotted throughout the town, includ- 
ing several on the courthouse square. 
St. Stanislaus Catholic Church, built 
in 1876, serves a Polish settlement 
dating from 1855 — the second oldest 
Polish parish in the United States. 


HILL COUNTRY TRAIL 


The intriguing Frontier Times Mu- 
seum offers a large collection of Old 
West relics, Western art and antiques, 
plus Indian artifacts. 

Another exceptional drive extends 
along FM 470 east of Bandera. In 
spring and early summer, roadsides 
are ablaze with wild flowers. 

The Trail enters the picturesque 
Sabinal River Valley at the inter- 
section of FM 470/187. The beauty 
of the pastoral setting, with a frame 
of majestic hills, must have deeply 
impressed the founders, for they 
named the community Utopia. The 
rural community dates from 1852, and 
remains a leisurely paced village. 


O>: FM 1050 at the west edge of 
Utopia is a small, neat community 
park in a grove of live oaks by a small 
lake on the Sabinal River. 

West of Utopia the Trail leaves the 
Sabinal Valley and climbs again into 
beautiful hills sheathed with cedar and 
live oak. More rewarding Hill Coun- 
try scenery is in store, plus one of the 
finest parks in the state park system. 

Garner State Park spans 630 
acres along the Frio River, flowing 
clear and cold in rocky cascades 
among graceful cypress trees. Visitors 
will find scenic lookout points along the 
park road, plus cabins, shelters, camping 
areas, and hosts of picnic tables. 

Between the park and Uvalde the 
Trail slips out of the hills and enters 
the gently rolling pasturelands of the 
Rio Grande Plain. 

The small city of Uvalde is the 
county seat and commercial center for 
surrounding farm and ranch activities. 
Note the former Grand Opera House 
on the square, crowned with bay win- 
dow, tower, and sculptured face of a 
jester. The Garner Memorial Mu- 
seum is the former home of the late 
John Nance Garner, vice president 
under Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

The drive is spectacular between 
Camp Wood and Leaky! Skirting 


scenic cliffs and gorges, the highway _ 


winds among breathtaking vistas. 
Pronounced “Lay-Key,” the com- 


munity is located in the es ae 3 


Frio River Canyon in an area rich 
with Hill Country camps, resorts, and 
hunting lodges. 

Northeast of Leakey the ere 
follows the pleasant valley of the East 
Frio River for several miles. From a 
single picnic table at a roadside, about 
10 miles northeast, take the path down 


to a lookout point that commands a0 


fine panorama. 


The plateau continues for noae 20 © 


miles, then the highway begins to 
descend in rolls and sweeping curves. 
A rockbound “creek” appears. Ac- 
tually, it is the upper reaches of the 
Guadalupe River, and the Trail will 
follow its winding course for miles. 

The community of Hunt is a bee- 
hive of activity during the summer 
vacation and camp season and in fall 
and winter during hunting season. 

Ingram is another community 
which serves a host of surrounding 
Hill Country camps and resorts. Visi- 
tors will find both antique and art 
shops in Ingram; for the noted Hill 
Country Arts Foundation and Sum- 
mer Point Theatre are located here. 

A Rockefeller Foundation survey 
lists a hundred-mile radius of Kerr- 
ville as the most ideal climate in the 
nation. Kerrville hosts thousands of 
vacationers, and is the center of the 
nation’s largest concentration of youth 
camps. Nearby lakes and streams 
attract water sport enthusiasts, scenic 


vistas bring camping families, and dur- 


ing specified seasons hunters seek 
plentiful deer, wild turkey, and up- 
land game birds. Both Kerrville State 
Park and Louise Hays City Park are 
popular sites on the Guadalupe River. 


Between Kerrville and Fredericks- — 
burg the Trail passes through a flatter 
Settled by German families in 


area. 
1846, Fredericksburg is a delightful 


old town in a green valley between — 


the hills. The town is rich in historic 
traditions and old building styl 
German is heard almost as often as 
English, and local festivals retain 
cherished European flavor. 

On Main Street visit i a 


unusual eight-sided Vereins Kirche, a 
now the Pioneer Memorial Library. 


ence by Indians, who believed that the 


Beiore reaching Stonewall, the 


Adal Cieia: w. Nimitz Meribaae @ 
Naval Museum. Honoring a Frede- 4 
ricksburg native son, the museum is in 
the old Nimitz Hotel, built by the 


-admiral’s grandfather in the previous — 


century. Just off Main Street is the 


_ Worth a side trip are two geo- 
graphic features north of Fredericks- 


burg. Balanced Rock is a popular — 


picnic spot maintained as a roadside i 
park by the Highway Department. — 
On RM 965 four miles north of town, — 


2 features a huge boulder perched on “ 


a tiny base. On the same highway 
about 20 miles north of Fredericks- — 
burg is the famed Enchanted Rock. - 
The massive dome of pink granite — 


covers a square mile and is 500 feet — 


high. It was held in awe and rever- ae : 
ghost fires flickered upon its crest vA 
on moonlight nights. o 


Trail bends north along RM 1, a drive 
that generally parallels the aid now 
famous Pedernales River. About mid- — 
way on RM | travelers may look north 
across the river to the LBJ Ranch, 
partly screened by river bottom pecan 
trees and live oaks. Lyndon B. John- 
son State Park is located Detweon RM | 
1 and US 290. i 
The warehouse facility on US 290 


in Stonewall is a market and packing 


center for county peach growers. 
Luscious Gillespie County fruit is pack- 
ed and shipped by thousands of cases. 
Travelers may buy tree-ripened fruit. 
Between Stonewall and Johnson | 
City travelers pass through the com- 


_ munity of Hye. The post office there, 
_where the president’s mail is received, 
is a popular subject for photographs 
because the quaint old structure is 
: painted with colorful decorative de- 
signs. 
: communities of Sandy and Willow 


Along FM 1323 through the 


ity ‘the Trail highway rolls o 
typical Hill Country ranch terrain 
ae Hill Country — 


ee 


Ancien: igneous rocks, once  buned = 
deeply, have been uplifted to the sur- — 
face. Rock and mineral collectors _ 


comb the area around Llano for asbes- 
tos, barite, azurite, malachite, dolo- 


mite, galena, garnet, gneiss, _magne- 


tite, opalized wood, milky quartz, 


amethyst, serpentine, oe t 


even gold. 
East of Llano, Trail travelers ap 


proach the beautiful Highland Lakes. 
From Austin (almost 80 miles to the 


southeast) a chain of six major lakes 
stairstep up the Colorado River. 


The highest and b.oaaest of these / 


reservoirs is Lake Buchanan. First 
view of the 24,600-acre lake comes 
along SH 261. Access roads branch 
to the east toward lakeside docks, 
camps, resorts, and parks which dot 
the 124-mile shoreline. — 
Southeast of the lake the Trail en- 


ters Inks Lake State Park, adjacent — 


to another of the Highland Lakes. 
This is a scenic drive with several 
turnouts. The state park includes a 
golf course. 

At the intersection of Park Road 4 


and FM 2342, take a side trip to the - w 


fascinating Longhorn Cavern State 


Park a couple of miles to the east. 


Besides the subterranean labyrinth, 


there are marked nature trails, a mu- 


seum, gift shop, and restaurant. 
Of numerous quarries 


ocal festivals highlight the outdoor - 
attractions of the Highland Lakes 


area, and include boat races, ski 
meets, fishing tournaments, beauty 
pageants, rodeos, and fish fries. 


Between Marble Falls and Jones- — 


town, panoramas of Hill Country 
scenery are interspersed with occa- 
sional glimpses of long, winding Lake 


Travis to the south. This leg of the 
Hill Country Trail is" along a portion — 


of the annual Highlen? Lakes Blue- 
bonnet Trail. —— 


; along the Hill nic : 
Country Trail, the most famous is the _ 
Granite Mountain quarry near Marble _ 
Falls. The quarry was opened - in. 
1885 to provide stone for the State : 
2 in Austin. 
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(Right) Probably the most famous swimming “hole’’ in the state is Barton 
Springs in Austin, a 1,000-foot-long, spring-fed pool edged by towering 
trees and immaculate grounds of Zilker Park. : 


Meadows near Loke Travis are transformed into bright yellow blankets by 
the spring flowers. Photograph by Frank Boyd 


(Lower left) Texas’ most famous ranch house — the home of President Lyndon 
B. Johnson on the Pedernales River near Stonewall. The 296-acre LBJ State 
Park, with Longhorns, deer, and buffalo, is located nearby. 


(Right) Sunset on Lake Lyndon B. Johnson — This lake, located near Kings- 
land, is one of the six Highland Lakes that stretch up the Colorado River. 


One of Texas’ most popular recreational attractions, Aquarena Springs, is 
located on Spring Lake in San Marcos. Visitors can picnic beside banks 
covered with water hyacinth or take a glass-bottom boat ride. 
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In February, TEXAS HIGHWAYS ran a letter from a Benighted Engineer to Doctor Research- 
er (“Don't Obfuscate Me With Systematized Digital Options”), complaining that the doc- 
tor’s report contained needless data and graphs, and was verbose, hazy, pompous, and 


inconclusive. The letter may produce the desired results. 


The Middle Man and Doctor 


Researcher fired off letters to the Benighted Engineer, agreeing with him, apologizing, 
promising to do better, and asking for his help. Their answers are printed here for the 
benefit of those who attempt to read reports in search of information and answers. 


Dear Benighted Engineer, 


I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate — 


you on the letter that appeared in Research Notes, Vol. 
4, No. 2, concerned with the type of research report 
being published today. Nope, I ain’t Doctor Research- 
er. I am the Middle Man whose job it is to help tie 
together the theoretical Doctor Researcher and the 
more practical “Road Hand.” 

Say, I like your mentioning Doctor Researcher’s 
pedigree. Don’t take this too lightly though, because 
this pedigree is hard to entice on our Department pay- 
roll. Putting together a team of professional experts 
is no easy task and I’m afraid we couldn’t derive their 
benefit if we performed all our research within the 
Department. Another good reason for having these 
outside experts is that they do have an unbiased atti- 
tude about solutions to our problems, something I’m 
afraid all of us Road Hands don’t have. 

You really brought out an overworked point about 
the conclusion, recommending that more work is 
needed. However, after considering this, you know 
anything studied in detail brings more questions to 
mind. So don’t blame Doctor Researcher for dis- 
closing these problems. Sometimes they’re more im- 
portant than the answer. Also, this does give a future 
researcher a starting place. 

Boy, did your letter open my bosses’ eyes. Mine, 
too. Heck, I figured nobody read the darn reports 
anyway (even before 5 p.m.). I sure figured we were 
doing a better job of toning down the big words. I 
guess I could have raised more fuss about the big 
words and asked Doctor Researcher to use other 
words, but sometimes there ain’t no other word and 
sometimes another page would have to be added to 
replace that word. (I found that out one time when 
I couldn’t find one of his words in the dictionary and 
had to ask him what it meant.) I guess the report was 
hard for you to read, but it sure saved on paper. Of 
course, I figured some of those words would help up- 
grade potential readers. You know, once you look 
them up two or three times, you remember them. But 


I guess we had been paying too much attention to the 
“continued-education-after-college” boys. 

I also felt that I had a responsibility to Doctor Re- 
searcher. The Texas Highway Department, being the 
best highway department on earth, sends some 1,450 
reports each year all over the world. Generally, the 
people who receive these reports (knowing THD to 
be a leader in this field) are working in the same area 
and THD and Doctor Researcher receive many helpful 
comments and reports in return. You know, it’s like 
the more money you’ve got the more you can make. 


You really jerked the rug out from under Doctor _ 


Researcher when you mentioned placing a line through 
all those data points on the graphs. I generally didn’t 
worry about them until I could place at least three 
lines through one set of data points and each of these 
lines would separate an equal number of points on 
each side. 

I’m sure the data points can be left off in the future. 
Then only the lines would appear and the Road Hands 
wouldn’t have to decide whether to accept the in- 
formation offered. Of course, there is always the out- 
side chance that someone in the field could figure out 
why there is so much scatter — especially if he at- 
tempted to use the information in the report. I always — 
figured Doctor Researcher didn’t try to fit a curved line 
through data points because he wanted to get the 
information out so quick, everybody wanting quick 
results and all. 

Well, it looks like research has a long way to go. 
Probably Doctor Researcher will have to move closer 
to the Road Hand — and perhaps the Road Hand 
will have to learn more about Doctor Researcher’s 
work. Perhaps you hit the key when you said you 
started reading Doctor Researcher’s report after 5 
o'clock. This has long been our attitude — that re- _ 
search comes last. Do you suppose we could make 
a new start and push it up to 4:30? 

Keep up the good work. 

The Unemployed Middle Man 


Taney ANNAN OD PPP ee 


Rater of the. research report. This would 
rovide a tie with the ee needs of the 


in orrect language. At any rate, it would be a 
right direction. 


uct 1 ech in conjunction with, or in place 
(e) contract or out-house research, as it has been called 
on occasion. 

Admittedly, we have been guilty of many of the 
vices which you have listed, but on occasion we have 
produced some usable ideas which have been adopted. 
fe would sincerely hope that you and your colleagues 
uld work with us to eliminate the former and imple- 
nt ‘the latter. The research results of the future 
may depend on our hanging together. The alternative 
to that situation need not be considered by either of us. 
We researchers often look at problems from one 
point of view, the practicing engineer from another. 
I hope you'll have time to write again, for your letter 
has set me to thinking, and I’m sure you'll admit that 
that is. an ee 


A Doctor Researcher 


alternative would be for sponsors to con- 
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Texas Thistle (cirsium texanum) 


Db” along Texas highways — either for pleasure 
or on business — becomes an exhilarating expe- 
rience during springtime when the roadways become 
flowerways. 

This month thousands of Texans will take to the 
road to view, photograph, and paint wildflowers along 
the roadsides. To help the motorist in this springtime 
sally, the Department’s Travel and Information Divi- 
sion last month released a lavish color folder, “Flowers 
of Texas,” that lists 60 of Texas’ most beautiful flow- 
ers, shrubs, and trees. 

“The new folder was designed for two purposes,” 
says Travel and Information Director Tom H. Taylor. 
“First, to erase any notion held by out-of-state resi- 
dents that Texas is an arid, barren wasteland, and 
second, to enhance the pleasure of both Texans and 
visitors by identifying some of the state’s most common 
and colorful plants.” 

Taylor said folders can be obtained at all Highway 
Department offices and tourist bureaus. They are 
available upon request, and in limited quantities, to 
garden clubs and similar organizations. 

More than 5,000 species of Texas wild flowers offer 
unlimited viewing pleasure to the traveler. The reason 
for Texas’ abundance of blossoming plants — more 
varieties than any other state — can be credited to 
the great diversity of Texas geography. 

Delicate orchids grow wild in the humid tangle of 
the Big Thicket in East Texas. Eerie carnivorous 
plants capture insects on shadowy forest floors. Al- 
most overnight, prairie flowers can turn a featureless 
plain into a blanket of color. 

Depending upon weather conditions, season of the 
year, and location, almost all the species included here 
may be found along Texas highways. This is not just 


a fortunate accident. The Highway Department plants 


and preserves wild flowers in a program of beautifica- 
tion that has spanned more than 30 years. 

Mowing operations are suspended during primary 
blooming and seeding seasons. Then when mowed, 
part of the seed crop is gathered and scattered in new 
locations along the right of way. The result is beauty 
by the mile! 


Indian blanket, firewheel, gaillardia—tThis beautiful flower 
blooms over most of the state from April to June. There 
are other color combinations of red, orange, and yellow. 


Purple-tinged Prickly Pear Cactus (Opuntia sp.) 


tor. May-pop’ (Passitiora incarnata) 


a 


Indian paintbrush is a common, early spring Texas wild flower 
that also exhibits colors of orange, yellow, and occasionally purple. 


HARRY JOHNSON 
. . . Retires 


AS and Aid _ Divisions 
were combined April 1 into a 
new Finance Division, as the Depart- 
ment continues streamlining its opera- 
tions. 

State Highway Engineer J.-C. Ding- 
wall named Sam Huff to head the new 
division with the title engineer-finance. 
Huff replaced Harry Johnson on his 
scheduled retirement. Johnson had 
been director of finance and head of 
Accounting Division since 1966. 

The Conversion Task Force, which 


has been engaged in adapting the fiscal 
operations of the Department to mod- 
ern computerized techniques, also be- 
came part of the new division. 

Huff has been engineer of aid 
projects and head of Aid Division 
since 1960. Aid Division exercises 
financial supervision over construction 
operations and handles agreements 
with the Bureau of Public Roads, 
cities, and counties regarding their par- 
ticipation in the cost of construction. 

Huff is a native of San Antonio and 


Key appointments were made in the 
Department of Transportation in Feb- 
ruary and March. 

Francis C. Turner, a native of Dal- 
las, moved up from director of the 
Bureau of Public Roads to Federal 


Highway Administrator. His replace- 
ment is Ralph R. Bartelsmeyer, who 
served as chief engineer of the Illinois 
State Department of Highways from 
1953 to 1963 and as president of the 
American Association of State High- 
way Officials. 

Secretary of Transportation John 


18 


Volpe also announced that Secor D. 
Browne, 52, associate professor of air 
transport at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, was appointed to the post 
of assistant secretary for research and 
technology. 

Francis Turner, 60, joined the 
Bureau of Public Roads in 1929 and 
served continuously in various capac- 
ities throughout the United States, 
Canada, the Yukon, the . Northwest 
Territories, and the Philippines. He 
helped organize the Interstate High- 
way program in 1955, and he also 


Sam HUFF 
. . » New post 


attended public schools there. He 
received a BS degree in civil engineer- 
ing from Georgia School of Tech- 
nology in 1928. 

He joined the Highway Department 
in 1932 as an assistant resident engi- 
neer in the San Antonio District. In 
1935 he transferred to Austin as an 
assistant engineer in Bridge Division, 
later becoming engineer of bridge 
operations. He assumed his present 
post in 1960. 

Huff is a member of the Tarrytown 


helped build the Alcan Highway dur- 
ing World War II. He attended North 
Texas Agricultural College at Arling- 
ton and received his bachelor of sci- 
ence degree in civil engineering from 
Texas A&M University. 

Secor Browne is also president of 
Browne and Shaw Company Inc. of 
Waltham, Massachusetts, a mechanical 
engineering firm, and vice-president of 
International Studies Division of Bolt, 
Beranek and Newman, Inc. of Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts. He is a widely 
recognized authority on transportation, 
particularly civil aviation and aircraft 
engineering. Browne was one of the 
principal negotiators of the agreement 
to establish air service between New 
York and Moscow. 

Ralph Bartelsmeyer was graduated 


from the University of Illinois in 1931 
with a degree in civil engineering. 
During the next 33 years he con- 
tinuously held governmental positions 
with the exception of a two year 
period, 1946 to 1948, when he was a 
field engineer with the Marquette 
Cement Company. 

Bartelsmeyer has been a member 
of the board of directors of the Ameri- 
can Road Builders’ Association since 
1957, and was president of the asso- 
ciation from 1961 to 1962. He has 
also been chairman and a member of 
the Highway Research Board of the 
National Academy of Sciences, a 


member of the board of directors of 


the National Safety Council,and presi- 
dent and a member of the executive 
committee of AASHO. @ 


Greer Named to Commission 


Former State Highway Engineer 
Dewitt Greer was appointed to a 
term on the Texas Highway Com- 
mission by Governor Preston Smith 
on February 26. Greer replaces 
Jack H. Kultgen of Waco. 

Kultgen completed a full six-year 
term, serving as chairman since last 
July. He told Governor Smith 
he would serve “until a replacement 
can be found.” His term officially 
expired February 15. 

Kultgen expressed high praise of 


the Greer appointment, saying, 
“You could have looked the world 
over and not found a better man.” 

Smith praised Kultgen for “a 
term of dedication and unequaled 
service to the people of Texas. All 
the citizens of our state owe Mr. 
Jack Kultgen a debt of continuing 
gratitude for his service on the 
Texas Highway Commission.” 

Greer took the oath of office at 
the Commission public hearing on 
April 1 in Austin. @ 


Shortest TH Road 


The Texas Highway Commission 
has approved construction of an 
interchange on Interstate 110 in 
El Paso. 

IH 110 is the shortest Interstate 
highway route in Texas. It will 
extend from the Cordova Island 
port of entry on the US-Mexico 
border northward to IH 10, a total 


distance of approximately 0.9 mile. 

The Commission’s action directs 
construction of the Paisano Street 
interchange and approaches extend- 
ing from the Cordova port of entry 
northward to San Antonio Street, 
a distance of approximately 0.4 
mile. Estimated cost of the project 
is $1.7 million. @ 


Push-Button Road Design 


A computerized program to be 
used in design of flexible pavements 
is being developed under the High- 
way Department’s cooperative re- 
search program. 

F. H. Scrivner, Texas Transpor- 
tation Institute, is directing the proj- 
ect in cooperation with the Depart- 
ment and Bureau of Public Roads. 

Information such as various ma- 
terials cost, strength characteristics 
of materials, traffic and financing 
information, and other variables 


will be fed into the computer and 
the feedback will give the most 
economical and advantageous de- 
sign. With certain guidelines, this 
program will compute whether it is 
more economical to initially design 
a project to last for approximately 
the design life, or to add overlays 
as the traffic increases. Not only 
will the computer indicate how 
much overlay will be needed, but 
also the approximate time it should 
be placed. M@ 
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District Designing Engineer Larry Sharon does her thing with a slide rule. 
Galfione goes over plan details She is a 1968 engineering graduate of 
with Patty. the University of Houston. 


Photographs by F. W. Brown 


District 12's two women engineering assistants, Patty Brock, left, and — 
Sharon Angie, study plans of the new district laboratory (in background). 


t’s pretty hard to treat two pretty girls like “one of 

the boys” — but that’s the way they want it. 

Patty Brock and Sharon Angie, District 12’s two 
female engineering assistants, admit that that’s expect- 
ing a lot from professional colleagues aes in the 
mores of the muale-orignisd past. 

Both agree “men are becoming more and more 
willing to accept women in their field, but they expect 
pore of you. You ie to prove ee can Ue Os 


job. 


“Tt will be a long time until women win complete — 


“acceptance,” says Sharon, “until that special stigma 


is removed — ‘That's a woman. What can she dor. 
They watch closely at first to see if you measure Up, 


then relax and accept you. 


“Some of the older engineers make a comm or two. 


occasionally,” continues the brunette, _ “and au think 
maybe I shouldn’t have gotten into this field. But on 
_ the whole, I feel well treated and comfortable.” . 


_ Both girls joined the Department last summer  aher : 


_ getting their civil engineering degrees. — To no one’s — 
_ surprise, they passed required physicals with: flying = 
colors. Co-workers didn’t need a doctor’ s ee 
_ to tell that the two shapely additions were all right. 


Both hope to become licensed - engineers. 
Patty works in the design section, ae Sharon in a 


_ advance planning. 


Although performing all oe assigned to ‘one 2 


- parts, neither is allowed to work in the field. That 7 
Was taboo, even in college, although one of Patty's 
professors let fe go oe one ey “to see ; what it was 
: like.” : 


After sriduatiee from the ‘Unies: of Aleta: | 


_ Patty almost accepted a job with a company that ex- 


pected her to put on khakis and go into the field, but | 


_ fate intervened. Her husband’s “best job offer” was 


in Houston instead of Birmingham, so Patty set her 


_ Sights on working for the Highway Department “be- 


cause I had heard so much about it t from two ay : 


professors.” 


ile. blonde eee old whe ek more ie a 


- southern belle than an engineer, was born and raised SS 
_in Tuscaloosa, a town of epou 65, 0; 60. miles from 
Birmingham. — 


ee 


When a young woman decides to major in engineering 
in college, it’s only normal for her mother to ask... 


You Be Like Other Girls? 


By MARJIE MUGNO, Travel and Information Division 


She is particularly happy with her job in District 12 
because “it is away from home and I can meet new 
people.” 

Under supervision of Larry Galfione, district de- 
signing engineer, Patty reviews preliminary plans sent 
from the residencies and final plans returned from 
Austin. 

Why did Patty major in engineering? 

“As long as I was going to college, I thought I 
thought I might as well study something worthwhile.” 

She considered journalism, but has no regrets. 

Sharon did not always have her sights on engineer- 
ing, either. 

“T was considering math or English as a major until 
I took physics in my senior year in high school. I 
loved it. On a whim, I put engineering as my major 
on my college entrance forms. Aptitude tests showed 
I had talent for it, too. 

“My mother didn’t like that at all. She’d say, “Why 
can’t you be like other girls?? But I thought, “Why 
shouldn’t I try it? I survived my first year — it was 
hard —and the longer I stayed, the better I got, 
especially with a great deal of cae from 
my professors.” 

A woman has to conquer two Hurdles educational 
and psychological, to get an engineering degree, 
declares Sharon. 

“The engineering curriculum is demanding — a lot 
harder for a girl than a boy. For instance, one day 
we had to mix 500 pounds of concrete. I greased the 
mold and the boys did the mixing. We wanted to have 
a concrete company mix it for us, but our teacher 
quickly squelched the idea. 

“You also have to ignore what people say about you. 
College students thought female engineering siaior 
rather peculiar. My mother is proud now, though,’ 
laughs Sharon. “She tells everyone her daughter is an 
engineer.” 

Sharon is the first person in her family to graduate 
from college, although a younger brother is now in his 
sophomore year. Her family migrated to America 
from Hungary 60 years ago. They live in Pasadena, 
a Houston suburb, but “that’s too far too commute,” 
so Sharon lives in an apartment. 


She’s also enjoying her job with the Highway De- 
partment and likes her co-workers in advance plan- 
ning: two draftswomen, one co-op student, one drafts- 
man, and six engineers, including her immediate boss, 
Richard Kabat, supervising designing engineer. 

“We are responsible for schematic layouts of the 
highways for the eight-county area around Houston. 
Right now we are making cost estimates of the sche- 
matics to help Mr. Carmichael (District Engineer 
W. E. Carmichael) plan future highway needs.” 

Sharon also writes and summarizes reports, taking 
material and applying it to District 12. 

“This is interesting work. Vm never bored and 
always busy. I like traffic engineering. Advance 
planning is the field of the future.” 

Advance planning is particularly rewarding for 
Sharon because “‘it is so different. You don’t do every- 
thing by the textbook. You have to be a little far- 
sighted and somewhat of a prophet to predict where 
the needs will be so we will have highways where 
highways are needed. You have to know engineering, 
land use, business, economics — engineers always have 
to know economics — and be sort of a jack-of-all 
trades.” 

She also likes the contact with the public. Business- 
men come in for information on frontage roads, ramps, 
and proposed highways,and the section conducts public 
hearings. 

“T have a lot more responsibility than I would just 
starting out with a private corporation,” contends the 
23-year old. “I can do as much as I want in my field 
with the Highway Department, go as far as I can. 
I’m not shooting for state highway engineer, but I am 
ambitious. I’m ambitious, not just to prove that a 
woman can do well in a man’s world, but to prove to 
myself that I can make it as an engineer,” she says 
determinedly. 

“There is a lot of esprit de corps within the Depart- 
ment and pride within the profession to do the 
best we can. We are public servants. We are here 
to take the law of science and apply it to the needs 
of man. 

“And women just won’t try it. 
try!” @ 


If they would only 
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Authority to buy public liability insur- 
ance for THD employees operating state 


- equipment. 


Texas has two powerful incentives for 


passing this bill: >) doing a little better 


here ete ew projet nthe making 


A three-point ‘Proposal are 


é pian fuel walle we hose ee 
when the tractor is driven along the slope. 


Brownwood Bulletin, writing — Dreams 
of many people for many years may be 
on the verge of coming true . . . a paved 
highway from Ojinaga, Mexico, which is 
just across the Rio Grande from Presidio, 
Texas — to Chihuahua City, the capital 
of the State of Chihuahua. 

The economics from this new highway 
are simple in that it will provide a new 
link-up between Texas’ most populous 
area, Fort Worth-Dallas, to the interior of 
Mexico, through one Of 
historic cies, 


Freeport Brazosport Facts, declaring — 


Austin Statesman, in Wray Weddell’s 
column — District Highway Engineer Tom 
Wood looks forward to letting a contract 
in July for overpassing that railroad with 
the audacity to block IH 35 freeway traf- 
fic. A multitude looks forward with him. 


ee EO OR Se RR ES ea ED SE Oa 


AWARDS 


(As of April 30, 1969) 


40 Years 


District 1 
Arthur J. Davis, Skilled Laborer 
District 3 
Addison C. Rich, Skilled Laborer 
District 8 
Clayton C. Reed, Designing Engineer 
District 14 


Elgin G. Bauer, Skilled Laborer 
William A. Emmrich, Skilled Laborer 


35 Years 


Materials and Tests Division 
Dora P. Olson, Clerical Supervisor II 
District 9 
Aaron J. Hardwick, Skilled Laborer 
Hershal C. Sharp, Maintenance Construction Foreman II 
District 15 
Sam Durham, Senior Resident Engineer 
Lawrence Scheel, Skilled Laborer 
District 23 
Weldon B. Thornton, Skilled Laborer 


30 Years 


District i 
Garrett M. Alsup, Skilled Laborer 
Felix A. Frazier Jr., Engineering Technician V 
William J. Thomas, Engineering Technician V 


District 4 
Noble F. Yates, Skilled Laborer 
District 11 
John S. Kendrick, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 

District 14 

Frank P. Faris, Supervising Resident Engineer 
District 15 

Charles E. Ebensberger, Engineering Technician V 

District 20 

Harlan E. Furry, District Designing Engineer 
Districtezs 


Sidney G. McCullough, Engineering Technician V 


25 Years 


Bridge Division 
Norman A. Looney, Administrative Technician II 
Charles W. Worrell, Engineering Technician V 
Highway Design Division 
Burette H. Balfour, Design Administrative Engineer 
District 2 
Glenn M. Day Jr., Engineering Technician V 
Calvin C. Maxwell, Engineering Technician IV 


District 3 
Johnnie R. Logan, Skilled Laborer 
Samuel T. Pendergrass, Skilled Laborer 


District 4 
Jessie R. Dodson, Skilled Laborer 

District 10 

Thurman C. Durrett, Skilled Laborer 
District 11 

Erwin F. Gates, Semi-Skilled Laborer 
District 15 

Joel G. Herrera, Semi-Skilled Laborer 
District 19 

Dillie Y. Pool, Engineering Technician III 

District 20 


Perry Henry Jr., Skilled Laborer 


RETIREMENTS 


Planning Survey Division 
Virgie G. Prim, Statistical Clerk HI 
Distiictue 
Vernie Luckett, Semi-Skilled Laborer 
District 2 
Jimmie N. Maloney, Shop Foreman IV 
District 6 
William B. Stanley, Semi-Skilled Laborer 
District 7 
Everett F. Roe, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 
Jesse R. Starkey, Skilled Laborer 
District 9 
Eric O. Kellum, Skilled Laborer 
District 10 
James R. Dike, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 
Sydney B. Oliver, Engineering Technician V 
Jack P. Reasoner, Maintenance Construction Supervisor I 
Disthictul2 
Douglas E. Parsons, Skilled Laborer 
Thomas Pass, Skilled Laborer 
Phillip Ralston, Skilled Laborer 
District 14 
Leslie P. Allen, Skilled Laborer 
Roden C. Caruthers, Skilled Laborer 
District 15 
Tomas J. Pacheco, Skilled Laborer 
District 16 
Toribio Rocha, Skilled Laborer 
District 17 
Calvin T. Pigg, Right of Way Agent III 
District 18 
Erwin C. Lindsay, Skilled Laborer 
Willie Vrla, Skilled Laborer 
District 19 
Charlie L. Mitchell, Semi-Skilled Laborer 
District 24 
Clyde B. Arnett, Skilled Laborer 
William A. Freeman, Skilled Laborer 
Robert F. Keevil, Engineering Technician II 
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‘served as catalysts for putting Texas onthe 


ment processed 402,000 mail inquiries for travel litera- 
ture and information on Texas. About 20 per cent 
were coupons generated by the Texas Tourist Develop- 
ment Agency’s media advertising program. 

Data on automobile visitors for the upcoming travel 
report was developed from 18,222 questionnaires 
completed by out-of-state visitors after they returned 
home. In addition, regularly scheduled visual traffic 
counts were conducted by Department personnel. The 
survey shows: 

Almost 16.6 million tourists, representing al per 
cent increase over 1967, came by automobile from out 
of state last year. Travel parties averaged three per- 
sons, and they stayed 5.74 days. Just over 33 per cent 
reported they were visiting Texas for the first time. 

These motorists spent more than $1 billion, a 
whopping 25.8 per cent increase over spending the 
year before. Fifty-six per cent listed vacation as their 
primary purpose for coming to Texas. Another 28 
per cent came to visit friends and family. Some 12 
per cent reported they came for business reasons, in- 
cluding conventions and combination business and 


vacation trips. 


The typical travel party drove a total of 1,199 miles 
within Texas borders in 1968, one-fourth of their total 
vacation miles. While 72 cents of the travel dollar 
went for automobile expenses, lodging and food, 28 
cents was spent on entertainment and incidentals. 

More than 92 per cent of those making comments 
on the questionnaires indicated they were favorably 
impressed by Texas. 

The Department report, however, notes that com- 
petition is keen for the visitor dollar. Texas had a lot 
going for it in 1968. HemisFair and the traditional 
interest generated in the home state of the President 


map” and now all Texans are urged to expend every 
effort to keep Texas on the “tourist map.” 


“tourist - 


Tornado ‘Trouble 


| As tornado time cpp | in Texas, Hous- 
ton Green of Parker County Residency remi- 
nisces about a tornado that played havoc 
with one pr ther bridge projects last year. 


About 7 p.m. on lo 25, 1968, a tornado touched down 
southwest of Mineral Wells and followed a southeasterly 
_ course along the Brazos. River. It stayed on the ground for _ 

several miles, damaging trees, sheds, and barns. 

Approximately 400 feet downstream from the place where 

US 80 crosses the Brazos River, a pair of new I-beam and 

plate girder bridges were being constructed on IH 20. The 

bridges extend from 1.4 miles west of Parker-Palo Pinto 

County line to six miles west of Weatherford in District 2. 

As tornado winds struck, the beams began to seesaw back 
___and forth, several inches at a time, with a force so great that 
the ends of the girders marred the concrete backwall. Beams 

fell, bolts broke, corners of the shoes belt downward, ‘girders 

collapsed, diaphragms bent, stringers fell and twisted, flanges 

_ stretched badly. There was only one to two inches of the 

flange area of any of the beams still resting on their shoes. 

Another inch of movement and they would have toppled 

over, also. 

Although damage to the beams appeared severe, straighten- 

ing was not as difficult as first feared. They were repaired in 

the field by heat and pressure. Tempil sticks were used to 

insure that the metal was not heated to more than 1200 

degrees Fahrenheit. After the steel girder beams were 

repaired and placed, it was impossible to distinguish between 
those damaged by the tornado and those which were not. 

It took almost four weeks (and $5,000) to survey and 
repair damage done by the tornado. All concerned feel the 
contractor was very fortunate to have repaired the severe 
damage to the steel at no more expense than this. 


_ A tornado swept along the Brazos River near Mineral Wells last summer, damag- 
ing one of two I-beam and plate-girder bridges being constructed in District 2. 
It took four weeks to repair damage, but steel beams then looked good as new. 
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PROJECT PERSONNEL—Four of the men who will have a hand in building 
the new bridge get together at groundbreaking ceremonies. From left, 


Farland Bundy, Bridge Division’s representative to District 10; Elton P. 


Meyers, supervising resident engineer at Athens; Jack R. London, super- 


vising resident engineer at Corsicana; and Jimmy L. Barnes, project engineer 


and senior resident engineer at Athens. 


ON FAITH—Colonel Ralph S. Kristoferson, district engineer for the US 
Corps of Engineers in Fort Worth, suggested the bridge be known as 
“Faith Bridge.” Behind him, from left, Congressman Olin Teague, Senator 


Ralph Yarborough and Charles F. Hawn, director of Trinity Improvement 


Association and emcee of the program, 


HIGHWAY CLAN—From left, Jack Kultgen, chairman of Texas Highway 


Commission; John Keller, Dallas DE; W. W. Potter, Tyler DE, and Mr. Hawn. 


A Symbol 
of Faith © 


PDetogians py Jack Lewis. 


bout 1,000 people gathered with federal leaders 

and state highway officials near Trinidad recent- 
ly to mark the start of construction on the long- 
planned bridge over the Trinity River — a high-level 
bridge to accommodate navigation on the Trinity River 
Project between Dallas-Fort Worth and the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

Speakers at the groundbreaking ceremonies referred 
to the bridge as “a historic monument,” a “symbol of 
faith,” “the first step of a long, tall ladder,” “the end 
of a long, hard fight,” and “the beginning of a new 
and prosperous era.” 

Senator Ralph Yarborough, the principal speaker, 
said: “This is an historic occasion. This first high- 
level bridge across the Trinity River has been approved 
by the federal government with funds set aside for it, 
and it marks a committment of the federal government 
to navigate the Trinity River.” 

Colonel Ralph S. Kristoferson, district engineer for 
the US Corps of Engineers in Fort Worth, called the 
bridge a “symbol of faith.” He said it is being built 
on the faith that the Trinity navigation project will 
be fact. 

He suggested a name for the new bridge — “Faith 
Bridge” — because it is being built on faith of the 
future. 

Congressman Olin Teague said construction of the 
high-level bridge for navigation of the Trinity marked 
the first step in a tall ladder. 

Jack Kultgen, chairman of the Texas Highway Com- 
mission, told the crowd: “I hope that soon we can see 
Highway 31 (the bridge is on SH 31) with an Inter- 
state highway designation. 

“This Highway 31 that passes right behind you 
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BREAK GROUND—After several speeches, as many guests as possible climbed on this bulldozer which turned the dirt for the official groundbreaking. 


should have been a four-lane highway long ago,” 
Kultgen said. “I feel I can tell you that when the 
bridge is opened to traffic, it will have four-lane ap- 
proaches on both sides, and in the foreseeable future 
I can call your attention to a four-lane highway from 
Tyler to Corsicana.” 

Paul H. Cauthan Jr., president of the Trinity River 
Authority of Texas, explained that his organization 
was created by the Legislature in 1955 to map plans 
for water resources in the Trinity watershed. 

“We were crawling for about eight years,” he said. 
“Then we walked for another five. When Congress 
approves the funds for navigation — and the bridge 
is an indication that this will come about — then we 
will start to run.” 

The proposed bridge will be three-fourths of a mile 


long and will cost about $1.9 million. Completion is 
expected in about 18 months. The bridge will clear 
the present river channel by 98 feet, and when the 
navigation canal is completed it will clear shipping by 
50 feet. 

Although the Trinidad Bridge is the second high- 
level bridge over the Trinity, it is the first over a navi- 
gational channel not in a reservoir. A high-level 
bridge over US Highway 190 over Lake Livingston is 
almost complete. 

There are about $100 million worth of bridges to 
be raised along the Trinity to meet navigational re- 
quirements of the Trinity River Project. This does 
not mean that existing bridges will actually be raised, 
but that bridges will have to be built on new locations 
and old ones torn down. &@ 
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To and From Our Readers 


Miniskirt Safety 

A recent AP story from Bourne- 
mouth, England: 

The sight of miniskirted girls’ 
thighs gleaming in the light of car 
headlamps has given this town’s road 
safety officer a bright idea for a life- 
saver — fluorescent garters. 

Major Frederick Cook, noticing the 
girls along the highways at night, 
found a firm to make a “Garter With 
a Glow.” He demonstrated a pair of 
red garters, with two eye-like circles, 
worn by Connie Deighton, the reign- 
ing Safety Princess of this resort. 

Cook said, “I am urging all the 
young ladies in the town to buy a 
pair. If they contact me, I can get 
them.” 


Managerial Answers? 

The following abstract from the 
January issue of Highway Research 
Abstracts makes “Don’t Obfuscate Me 
With Systematized Digital Options” 


(February Texas Highways) sound like 
a first grade reader: 

“The research literature (1959- 
1968) relating to the correlates and 
bases of managerial motivation is re- 
viewed. Two theoretical perspectives 
are used as a framework for the re- 
view: a need-hierarchy motivational 
scheme and the motivation-hygiene 
dichotomy. Evaluations of these 
frameworks are made in the light of 
the supportive and nonsupportive lit- 
erature to date. Theoretical and 
methodological obstacles are suggested 
as limiting one’s understanding of 
managerial motivation. Suggestions 
are made for improving the empirical 
base and theoretical richness of one’s 
understanding of managerial motiva- 
tion through the development of sys- 
tematic theoretical statements about 
managerial attitudes and motivation, 
the use of more rigorous study designs 
and improved measuring devices, and 
the incorporation of an _ increased 


"FROM NOW ON, MiSs WISP, WHEN You OROP A coiN DON'T 


TRY SOB Ie TReive. it. 
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variety of possible moderator vari- 
ables.” 

Well, why didn’t you say so in the 
first place? 


Turn the Other Fender 

El Paisano, District 21’s newsletter, 
got this from the National Safety 
Council who in turn got it from the 
book, “The Automobilist and Chris- 
tian Morality,” by Abbe Hubert Ren- 
ard of France: “Ye have heard, ‘An 
eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth.’ 
Ye have heard it said ‘sideswipe for 
sideswipe, right of way refused for 
right of way refused.’ But I say unto 
you, “Turn the other fender.’ If some- 
one gets in your way at a green light, 
let him be first at the next light. And 
whosoever shall try to pass thee im- 
prudently, with a less powerful car, 
slow down to let him do it more 
easily. I say unto you, love your 
enemies, love those who drive danger- 
ously. They are in peril.” 


DEWITT GREER _ Ch 


HERBERT C. PETRY JR. © Member _ 
J. ©. DINGWALL State Highway Engineer — 


GARRETT MORRIS 


“Texas Highways . 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS, official journal of 


the Texas Highway Department, is pub- 


lished in the interest of highway develop- __ 


ment in Texas and for departmental edu- 


cation in construction, maintenance, and — 


Operation. 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS is available to the 
general public on a subscription basis at — 
$4.50 annually, or it can be purchased — 
for 40 cents a copy. Subscriptions, ine 
quiries, material, or manuscripts should 


be directed to the Editorial Office, Travel 
and Information Division, Texas Highway 
Department, Austin, Texas 78701 s 
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Ouch! 

From El Paisano, District 21 news- 
paper: 

Impelled by signs of spring and 
curiosity as to how the motoring pub- 
lic was responding to nature’s unfold- 
ing beauty, a man took a two-mile 
hike down the highway. Along with 
the birds and buds, he saw two milk 
cartons, nine whiskey bottles, 19 
empty potato chip bags, six paint 
cans, 12 unidentified cans, 16 miscel- 
laneous items, and 196 beer cans. 
Needless to say, all the containers 
were empty. And all, mind you, on 
one side of the road in only two miles. 

Our researcher learned that there are 
about 4,000,000 miles of roads, lanes, 
streets, highways,and turnpikes in the 
US. He divided this figure in two 
because he had walked two miles. He 
multiplied by two to take both sides 
of the roads. He then multiplied the 
result by 196 and came up with the 
staggering possibility that there could 
be as many as 725,200,000 empty 
beer cans adorning the public roads 
in the nation at any given time. 

He had intended to do similar com- 
putations for milk cartons, potato chip 
bags, and other roadside ornaments. 
But by this time his head was hurting, 
his feet were hurting, and his pride 
in America The Beautiful was hurting. 


A Farias Comes In First 

Daniel Farias, senior resident engi- 
neer, District 16, was named Engineer 
of the Year by the Gateway Chapter, 
Texas Society of Professional Engi- 
neers. Farias was honored at a ban- 
quet held in February during Engi- 
neering Week. 


Julius Caesar Started It 

The September federal highway 
newspaper carried a reprint from the 
Washington Star saying: 

“Moderns have no corner on the 
familiar accusations that women driv- 


-ers are ‘the lane drifters and fender 


benders of our free-wheeling society’; 
apparently the ancient Romans started 


- SHADOWBOXING under IH 10 produced this unusual pa taken by Wendell Brown (left) while 


photographing Houston’s new 5.8 mile depressed segment of IH 10. The shadows know. 


it, Former Secretary of Transportation 
Alan S. Boyd revealed . . . tracing this 
slander back to Julius Caesar. 

The Roman emperor once banned 
chariots and wagons from downtown 
Rome to try to cope with congestion. 


Ruth Passes Away | 
_ Approximately 400 fellow workers 
_ and friends attended memorial services 


EDMUND M. RUTH 


At the same time he made it illegal 
for women to drive chariots on Sun- 
day, or at any time in heavy traffic. 

“Boyd added, ‘History is silent on 
what Caesar’s wife had to say about 
that’.” 


for Edmund M. Ruth, assistant dis- 
trict engineer, District 16, on March 
10 in Corpus Christi. Ruth passed 
away suddenly on March 8. 

He had been with the Highway De- 
partment since 1932 when he went to 
work as a chief paving inspector in 
Fort Worth. He has since performed 
services for the Department through- 
out the state, including Fort Worth, 
Waco, Beeville, Refugio, and Corpus 
Christi. Ruth served in World War 
II and was discharged as a major 
after four years of Army service. 

“Mr. Ruth will truly be missed by 
all of his fellow workers and friends. 
All of us at the Highway Department 
will miss the combination of kindness 
and honesty that his life represented,” 
said District Engineer Travis A. Long. 
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OVER THE HIGHWAYS 


Comments... from the Traveling Public 


* I always stop at the tourist bu- 
reaus because of routes through cities 
which are sometimes changed. Your 
bureau. people are always friendly, 
courteous, and helpful. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 


¢ We drove approximately 3,000 
miles in Texas and spent three months 
there. We have an apartment in San 
Antonio. There is lots to see in 
Texas. Guess well have to come 
down again. 


Philadelphia, Penn sien 


e I want to take this opportunity 


to commend you on the fine locations — 


and accommodations provided for the 
travelers in the state of Texas. 


scenic and accommodating which I 


have seen in my travels 


the states. 


These fine parks give a traveler 


an opportunity to rest and ee the 
SCONCTY. 
Thank you . 
George O. Derting 
Waco 


¢ We spent 10 days in Texas visit- 
ing relatives. We stopped at the tour- 


ist bureau for highway information — 


and to rest. The service was excel- 
lent and hospitable. Vm proud of my 
state! 


Lafayette, Louisiana 
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ihe. 
roadside parks are by far the most 


it’s a job well done. 


e | am 76 years of age, and have 
been in every state in the Union save 
four, and as Texas was one of them I 


decided I had better be going if I ever 


expected to see the state. 

With three friends left here on Jan- 
uary 29, and spent seven days in your 
state. It was truly a very enjoyable 
trip. You have wonderful roads, the 
people are most hospitable, rates at 
the places we stopped were quite rea- 
sonable, and the food was very good. 

We visited Houston, Corpus Christi, 
Brownsville, Matamoras in Mexico, 
coming back we visited San Antonio, 
Austin, and Dallas, and all four of us 
were most pleased with our ae vaca- 
tion. 

We were loud in our praise of Tex: 


as, and guess you can put us down 
Hope we may | 
have the pleasure of visiting West 


as “Texas Boosters. 


Texas some time soon. 


Malcolm W. Fuber 
Mt, Vernon, Indiana 


© I would like to thank you for a 
the nice brochures and books of your 


wonderful state and People. 
joyed our short trip. _ 
Thomas S. Hom - 


We en- 


Claymont, Delaware 


_ © We enjoyed our short stay in Texas 
very much. The state highway sys- 
tem is very good and the tourist bu- 
reau excellent. | | 

— Miami, Oklahoma 


_ Juarez. 


‘to your state Texas. 


_ be proud of. 


* | hope to make my home in Aus- 
lin “ii the ereek dont rise soon, 
After spending 25 years in Tucson I 
find it a difficult and trying decision 
to make alone. 

Thank you again for the beautiful 
literature and the grandest highways 
in the world. 

Mrs. Karl Barfield 
Tucson, Arizona 


® We visited El Paso and Ciudad 
I would very much like to 
return to Texas and go to the many 
interesting places even us Canadians 
read about. 
Kim Kazakoft 
_ Kamsack, Canada 


° Thank you very much for al 7 
the useful information refering (sic) 
In my opinion 
it is a state in which all residents can — 
It is a lovely state and 
I hope it will remain this way. Your 
helpful information had quite a bit 


to do with the grade that I received. : 


I did get an “A.” You have also : 
given me something to be oe ol, 


a Thanks again! _ 


_ Homita Meo o 
Parkside High School 
ae ee 


© I would appreciate your sending 
me a copy of the 1969 Texas yy 
Map. _ 
_ My wife and I enjoy stopping at the 
roadside parks. We have named some 
Where we stop most frequently. If 


_ these names showed up on your maps 
there would be Pistol-Packing Park, 


Gravel-Eye Park, Sorenson Park, Big 


Oak Park, Rattlesnake Hill Park, — 
_ Crackshot Park, Biting Bug Park, and 
It's an easy way of designat- 


others. 
ing parks when we are making ae 
for rest stops. 
A. B. Kennerly _ 
College Station 


Secretary Brenda McAlister and Resident Engineer Melvin 
Rylander leave the maintenance-resident engineer’s build- 
ing in Port Lavaca. Located on SH 35 near the Lavaca Bay 
Causeway, the office is ideally situated for fishermen and 
water sports enthusiasts, for nearby are the Parks and Wild- 


life Department’s long fishing pier (converted from an old 
highway bridge) and Port Lavaca’s city park near the water’s 
edge and a Highway Department. boat ramp. Julius Puste- 
jovsky’s green thumb provides beautiful flowers and land- 


scaping. Photograph by Franklin T. Lively 


Back Cover 
Always scheduled within the week commemorating San 
Jacinto Day (April 21), the famous Fiesta San Antonio 
begins with a solemn procession to the Alamo and ends 
with glittering torchlit floats that parade on the San Antonio 
River and on the crowd-lined downtown streets. For four 
nights, Tuesday through Friday, there is much celebrating in 
La Villita’s ‘‘Night in Old San Antonio,’”’ where pretty senori- 
tas entertain with their singing and dancing. 

Photograph by Jack Lewis 


